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SITE DESCRIPTION
The Butl er F'l ats Li ght Stati on is I ocated in ttlew Bedford Channe'l at the
entrance to New Bedford Harbor. Surrounded by water, it can be seen easi'ly
from the approach from the sea or from the Clark's PoÍnt Light (#12) at the
very end of the peninsula, a renpte end of the city of New Bedford. The
peninsu'la, known as Clark's Point, has a scattered resÍdentia'l section,
abandoned hlorld T¡lar II barracks, a civil war fort, and a water-treatment pìant.

Access to the 'lighthouse is made only by boat.
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRI PTION
The 53' caisson tank light was built on a marine site in 1898, and is a white
and black cylindrical lighthouse that is ver.y similar to the Borden Flats
Light (#5) in Fall Riverl Butler Flats Light consists of a cast iron caisson
foundatíon with curved wave deflecting plates at the top of the caisson.
Butler Flats Light is unusual and perhaps unique anrcng the caisson harbor
líghts in that the three story tower is constructed of brick and incorporates
detail ing of bui'ldíng architecture such as brick window si'lls and arches and
raised brick be'low the watch deck leve'l . The watchstanders room and
lanternhouse are of cast iron construction. The tower was designed by F.
Hopkinton Smith. Construction was comp'leted April 30, '1898. It houses l09l
square feet: office space -201', housin9-201': mess deck-254': storage or
basement-S30'; fog deck-78'; light deck-28'. Thís offers an example of the
way ín which the light station was used.

Unti'l the station tntas unmanned, two officers and five enlisted men lived there
and maintained the light and fog signal.

The light station was built on the soft mrd bottom of the channel, upon which
the concrete and filled stone foundation lvas placed.

Exterior: Access ís gained from an iron ladder that leads directly up to
the first balcony, or fog deck, that extends around the tower.
There are at Ïeast three windows on this 'level , and a door
leading into the tower. The fog or first deck is quite wide,
and its roof is composed of many segments of steel and concrete
fi xed together.
The Light balcony is ìocated on the lanp room leve'l . It ís
supported by ltalianate brackets but the raiìing and balusters
are of a simp'le design (though not a cormon one in New

Engl and ). Nine th in iron verti cal ra i'l ings compose each section
of the balustrade. Each baluster topped by a round finial.

Lens Room - The balcony around the octagonaì lens room has a very simple
iron rail ing that consists of sing'le balusters and railings. It
has an íron segmented roof (8 triangu'lar segments) topped by the
bal'l-shaped air vent and a lightning rod.
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CHRON()LOGI CAL
1898

1975

19 78

1979

l98l

H ISTORY
Station des igned and buì1t by F. Hopkinton Smith, I'famous

wri ter-archi tect-bu i'l der" ; completed Apri I 30. A navi gational
aid with l ighthouse tower, 1ight, and fog signa].
A local campaign vvas begun to save the'lighthouse when the Coast
Guard determined it was no longer required for safe passage into
New Bedford, as the recent'ly built Hurricane Barrier was more
effective (1/2 ni]e closer to Harbor). A sma'll dyke light was
installed there.

The station u,as unmanned and fu'lly automated by April , and
autonatic signals and a speed ca1I 7843 encoder/decoder were
installed. The fog signaì was moved to the Hurrícane Barrier.
A private, non-profit group that had organized a successfu'l New

Bedford marine calrtpaign for the Bicentennial (the Coast Guard
Commemorative Exhibit) expressed interest in maíntaining the
líght.

A Revocab'le Li cense and Stanclard Department of Transporati on
Title VI Assurance was given to the city of New Bedford to
operate the light as a private aid.

The Coast Guard Commemorative Exhibit plans to make necessary
repairs and maintain the light.
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Level of Sígnificance
The Butler Flats Light possesses integrity of location, design, settÍng,
mterials, and workmanship as welT as important associations with the
development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Erected in 1898, it is a

well-maintained example of caisson type construction and the only one of its
type designed by a known marine archítect. The Station meets criteria A, B

and C of the National Register of Hístoric Places. It also meets survey
criteria 1c, lê, and 4a.
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